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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Next Chapter Meeting  
September 21, 2026, 6:30pm 

 

Lutheran Church of the 
Ascension, 1801 Cliff Rd. 

Burnsville, MN 55337 
 
 
Read the newsletter for all the details! 
  
9/14 ................................ BWT Board Meeting 

9/15 .................. Gerten’s Fundraiser Pick-up 

                             and Harvest Market 

9/18-19...................... MNWT Fall Convention 

9/20-26...................... Women of Today Week 

9/21 ............................. BWT Chapter Meeting 

9/22 ................................................ Book Club 

 
 
 
Planning ahead 

 

10/2-3 ................ USWT Mid-Year Convention 

10/5 ............................. Ascension Food Prep 

10/12 .............................. BWT Board Meeting 

10/19 ........................... BWT Chapter Meeting 

 

 

BWT Members, 

Wow! Can you believe 
1st trimester is already 
over! What a great 
summer of socials, 
activities and service 
projects.  

Big thank you to Dorene 
for being the 1st tri 
chapter president. She 
did a wonderful job with 
all the board and chapter 
meetings, completing the 
plan of action, attending 
many chapter activities, 
organizing the BWT 
clothing orders, AND 
serving as the state 
delegate, AND editing 
the Chapter Chatter! 

Now it’s my turn to be the 2nd trimester chapter 
president. The board and program managers have a 
lot of fun things planned. I hope to see you all at one 
of the chapter activities this trimester. I look forward to 
“Service, Growth and Fellowship” with you.  

In friendship, 

Cheryl Watson 
2026-2027 Tri 2 President 
Burnsville Women of Today 
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 Happy WT Membership  
      Anniversary! 

 

 

 

Answer to last month’s RECTANGLES puzzle: 

Chapter Chatter, LPM Dorene Perkins Monn 

As most of you have already heard, next month’s newsletter 

will look a little (or a lot) different. With Microsoft’s 

discontinuation of Publisher we are transitioning to a new yet

-to-be determined software program. The deadline for 

newsletter submissions remains the same—Thursday 

following each month’s chapter meeting. This month’s 

deadline will be September 24. Thank you for your continued 

support of this newsletter. 

 

Alexis B—5 yrs 

Dolly K—5 yrs 
 

Mary S—9/8 
Jennifer G—9/10 
Kathy L—9/13 

Tammy B—9/21 
Arlene P—9/21 
Lynn R—9/29 
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Snaps for our Sisters 

Dorene - Thank you for your leadership as chapter 

president for Tri 1. You have done a wonderful job - Kathy 

Anastasia and Julie Ann - Congratulations on a well-

played Bocce Ball Tournament. - Kathy 

Cheryl - Thank you for donating the gift basket for the gift 

card drawing at our annual picnic. - Kathy 

Shout out and thanks to all the members who participated 

in our gift card collection for REACH. - Kathy 

Kathy and Allison - Thank you for organizing the fun Bocce 

Ball Tournament! - Cheryl 

Jennifer - Thanks for having the Google demonstration 

and for all you do as treasurer. - Cheryl 

Mary and Deb - Congrats on member-of-the-month in July 

and August. - Cheryl 

Dorene - Thanks for organizing the picnic at the Lakeville 

park. It was great. - Cheryl 

Mary - Thank you for hosting the Friendship Day Coffee. I 
enjoyed coloring the bookmark, although I realize it paled 
in comparison to your beautiful work. You are talented! - 
Kerry  

Allison and Kathy - Thank you for planning and hosting the 
Bocce Ball Tournament. It looks like it was a huge 
success! - Kerry 

Jennifer - Thanks for reviewing Google Docs with the 
board. Very helpful information, and I appreciate you 
putting this together - Kerry 

Dorene - Thanks for putting together the chapter’s Plan of 
Action. It is impressive to see all of the things that we do!!! 
- Kerry 

Michelle - I heard that you ROCKED as a presenter at the 
President and State Delegate Retreat. You go girl!!! - 
Kerry 

Kim T - Thanks for your great organizational skills in 

recording the board and chapter meetings. You help us 

keep track of everything going on, and I appreciate it! - 

Kerry 

Shout out to Dorene for doing such an awesome job as 

president this last tri. You did a wonderful job. And, for 

taking the time to put together the opportunity for us to 

purchase chapter specific jackets and shirts. It will be cool 

to see everyone wearing the items. - Kim 

Allison and Kathy - The bocce ball tournament was a 

resounding success. It was so fun! Thanks for taking this 

on. - Kim 

Mary - Thank you for organizing the Friendship Day 
Coffee and for supplying treats and bookmarks to 
decorate. It was an enjoyable morning. - Pat 
 
Kathy and Allison - Thank you for being in charge of the 
Bocce Ball Tournament. It was a lot of fun! - Pat 
 
Dorene - You did an awesome job as president for the 

first trimester. Thank you! - Pat 

Mary - Thanks for organizing the USWT Friendship Day 

Coffee, and thank you for providing us with a fun activity 

and super yummy snacks! - Cassie 

Kathy and Allison - Congratulation on a very successful 

Bocce Ball Tournament! - Dorene 

Mary - Thanks for coordinating the updates to our 

Bylaws and Policies. - Dorene 

Pat - Your continued work for the chapter in the 

Programming area and as our in-house proofreader is 

very much appreciated. - Dorene  

Mary - The Friendship Day Coffee get-together was so 
fun. The bookmark activity was an added bonus. Thank 
you! - Dorene 

Dorene - Awesome job as Tri 1 president! - Mary 

Allison and Kathy - Thank you for organizing the bocce 
ball event. It was a lot of fun! - Mary 

Alexis B - Congratulations on starting medical school. - 
Mary 

Membership Resources:  

MNWT Webpage: mnwt.org• Here you’ll find a 
multitude of resources. This is a great website to learn 
about the operation of this state organization. 

MNWT Training Resources Webpage: mnwt.org/
training/• View past webinars and find information on  
activities or enrichments. You will be able to see what 
other chapters have done, how they did it and what 
resources each event required along with how 
successful it was for them, or what they could have 
changed to have better success!  

United States Woman of Today Webpage: 
uswomenoftoday.org • You will find a host of 
information, that looks a little different than the MN 
state resources as it serves our whole nation and 
sister states. This is a great website to learn about the 
level of this organization outside of Minnesota.  
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Membership 
2026-2027 Membership VP Kerry Frank 

Membership Renewals 

We currently have 47 members, with 11 up for renewal. Those whose membership expires during Tri 2 are Alexis B, 
Allison J, Brenda B, Deb O, Diana M, Dolly K, Dorene P, Grace H, Haylee C, Sue W and Tammy B.    

If you are up for renewal this trimester, please remit prior to November 10 to allow the chapter to meet the Early Bird 
submittal deadline.   

Here’s what you need to know about paying your dues: 

• If you are paying by cash or check, annual dues are $60. Please make checks payable to Burnsville 
Women of Today. You can postal mail them to: 

 Burnsville Women of Today  
 Attn: Membership VP  
 P.O. Box 3115  
 Burnsville, MN 55337 

• If you would like the convenience of paying by Venmo, dues are $61.25 ($60 dues + $1.25 convenience 
fee). Our Venmo account is @BurnsvilleWT. 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to Kerry. 

—————————————————————— 

—————————————————————— 

Tri 1 Membership Raffle 

At our September Chapter Meeting we will draw the winner of the Tri 1 Membership Raffle. 
Attendees at the Founder’s Day Happy Hour, Friendship Day Coffee, Dinner of the Tri, and the 
BWT Annual Bocce Ball Tournament will all be entered to win. Come see who wins the 5-Piece 
Spa Gift Set!  

Bocce Ball Tournament—8/17 

The 20th annual Bocce Ball Tournament is in the books. Twenty BWT 
members participated in a fun evening. Congratulations to the 2026 
Champions Anastasia and Julie Ann!  

Interested in Hosting an Event? 

Did you enjoy the membership social events last tri? Want to have input into the planning for Tri 2 by hosting a Dinner 

or Lunch of the Tri? It can be done by one person or a group of people, and those organizing it have input into the 

location and timing. If you are interested, please get in touch with Kerry. 
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Parliamentarian  
2026-2027 Mary Sobczak

 

—————————————————————— 

MNWT & USWT Friendship Day Coffee —8/2 

Eight members and one guest celebrated Friendship 
Day on a coffee shop patio by enjoying the outdoors, 
coffee, coloring bookmarks and time with friends.  

Ways & Means 
2026-2027 Director Cheryl Watson 

Gerten’s Fall Fundraiser Pick Up—9/15 

Thanks to everyone who purchased items from the Gerten’s Fall Fundraiser. Your order will be available 
on 9/15 for pick up at Cheryl’s house from 4:00-7:00pm. 

Harvest Market Craft & Bake Sale—9/15 

Come and enjoy an apple brat as you shop craft and baked items on 9/15 from 4:00-7:00pm at Cheryl’s 

house. All proceeds will go to the BWT general funds. Please contact Cheryl at 651-235-4389 if you 
would like to donate baked items or crafts.  

Halloween Flapjack Fundraiser—October 31 

Enjoy a pancake breakfast at Applebee’s in Apple Valley from 8:00-10:00am. Tickets are $10. There will 
also be a Spooktacular Silent Auction. All proceeds will benefit the new Lewis House in Eagan. Contact 
Cheryl at 651-235-4389 to purchase tickets, volunteer at the event, or donate to the silent auction. 

—————————————————————— 

Membership (cont.) 
 

Bylaws and Policies 

The changes to the Bylaws and Policies were voted on at the August Chapter Meeting and an updated version has 
been sent to all members. Thank you all for your input.  
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Programming 
2026-2027 Programming VP Pat Larson 

2026-2027 PROGRAM AREAS: 

 

Youth of Today (Carla Student):  

Promotes ideas and activities that allow youth to discover and 

experience the importance of volunteering. 

Women’s Wellness (Maureen Edstrom and Nancy Gessner):  

Focuses on providing and supporting women’s health education, 

in the areas of fitness, mental health and well-being. 

Priority Project (Kathy Lowry):  

This area changes every three years. Encourages members to  
educate themselves and  participate in activities centered around 

the current project. 

 

 

PR & Social Media (Deb Oldenburg):   

Promotes BWT as an organization in the public eye including 
through social media; helps build positive relationships with other 

organizations, community members and media. 

Living and Learning (Cassie Feldman):  

Promotes participation and provides information and project  

ideas in the areas of personal growth of members.  

Community Connections (Pat Larson): 

Coordinates and encourages members to participate in local  

community service projects. 

Chapter Chatter (Dorene Perkins Monn): 

Responsible for gathering information for the monthly newsletter 

and distributing it to members.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
2026-2027 Treasurer Jennifer Garza 
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—————————————————————–—

 

Priority Project - REACH, 2026-2027  LPM Kathy Lowry 

Programming (cont.) 

—————————————————————— 

PR & Social Media, 2026-2027  LPM Deb Oldenburg 

Event Posts and Photos (Facebook/Instagram) - Send to bwtsocialmediapr@gmail.com  

BWT Website - burnsvillewomenoftoday.com 

Gift Card Collection—8/17 

Our chapter collected gift cards and cash for REACH at our August 17 meeting. What a 
generous contribution totaling $ 200.00. We will be presenting Jordan with 40 gift cards to be 
used as student incentives. Congratulations to Mary for winning the gift basket drawing 
provided by our own Cheryl, the State Program Manager for REACH. Everyone who donated 
to the gift card collection will also have their name included in a drawing at the MNWT 
September State Convention. Good Luck! 

Fall Treat Packs—9/21 

We will be packing fall treat packs for REACH at 6:00pm before the September 21 Chapter Meeting. Come join us 
if you can.  

Women’s Wellness, 2026-2027 LPMs Maureen Edstrom and Nancy Gessner 

September Focus—Mental Health 

We are focusing on mental health in September and will 
share information about staying mentally well.  

An evite will be sent inviting members to join us for 
NAMIWalks Minnesota on September 26 at Minnehaha 
Falls Regional Park. Maureen will be registering for 
fundraising and if you would like to participate, 
instructions are available on the website.  

mailto:bwtsocialmediapr@gmail.com
burnsvillewomenoftoday.com
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Living & Learning, 2026-2027 LPM Cassie Feldman 

 

Community Connections, 2026-2027 LPM Pat Larson 

Programming (cont.) 

—————————————————————— 

Ascension Lutheran Church Food Prep and 
Bag Assembly—8/3 

Four members helped prep food and assemble 279 
bags for the Ascension Community Meal on August 3. 
Thank you to Kathy, Rosemary, Allison and Valerie for 
your volunteer service. The next meal that we will help 
prepare is on October 5.  

—————————————————————— 

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—

Austin SPAM Museum Tour—8/29 

Cassie, Julie Ann, Kim T, Marilyn, Mary S and Teresa K met at the Byerly’s in 
Burnsville, and carpooled to the SPAM Museum in Austin, Minnesota. There 
they learned that SPAM was invented in 1937, and quickly evolved from a 
depression era budget meat into a cultural icon. It's long shelf life, affordability, 
and portability made it a crucial wartime ration that sustained Allied troops in 
WWII. 

After the museum tour they visited Sweet Reads Books and Candy store, then 
out to eat at Piggy Blue's Bar-B-Que. They completed the day at the Austin 
Artworks Festival where they listened to live music and viewed the beautiful 
works of art.  

Looking Ahead to Other Events in October 

There will be the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 
veterans’ luncheon, our adopted highway 
clean-up, writing thank you notes to veterans, 
and Boo Bash. If you would like to help with 
any of these activities, contact Pat. There will 
also be sign-up sheets on the clipboard at the 
September chapter meeting.  

Book Club, 2026-2027 Facilitator Carla Student 

The next meeting of the book club is set for Tuesday, September 22, at 6:00pm. We will be discussing 
the book “When the Cranes Fly South’ by Lisa Ridzén. The meeting location is  Davanni’s (corner of 
County Roads 42 & 11). Note: The restaurant requires that each participant spends a minimum of 
$7.00. Bi-Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday. 

Other suggested reading: 
 
Finding My Way: A Memoir By Malala Yousafzai 
Atmosphere By Taylor Jenkins Reid 
1776 By David McCulloug 

Reading selections for the upcoming months are: 

Nov. 24 - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 
Jan. 26 - TBD 
Mar. 23 - The Correspondent by Virginia Evans 
May 25 - The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali 

35W Bridge Lighting—9/25 

The I-35W St. Anthony Falls Bridge will be 
illuminated blue in honor of Women of Today 
Week. Lights will turn on 30 minutes before 
sunset and off 30 minutes after sunrise. More 
details on a photo opportunity will be coming 
from MNWT. 

—————————————————————— 
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District 8 Tri 1 Social—8/22 

Burnsville member Mary joined 
four members of the New Hope 
Chapter on a beautiful August 
afternoon sipping wine, sharing 
stories and shopping! It was a 
great time connecting with the 
New Hope ladies and hearing 
what their chapter is up to.  
 
 

* The District 8 Tri 2 Meeting is scheduled for October 10. More 
details to come. 

 

State Delegate 
2026-2027 State Delegate Dorene Perkins Monn 

2026 MNWT Fall State Convention—9/18-19 in Baxter, Minnesota 

Join members from across the state as we “Rock Your Flock” at 
The Lodge at Brainerd Lakes in Baxter. The convention will feature 
a project fair Friday evening, business meeting and banquet on 
Saturday, and lots of opportunities to network with other Women of 
Today leaders. Registration form is attached at the end of the 
newsletter.  

USWT WRITING COMPETITION 

————————————————————

USWT Mid-Year Convention—10/2-3 in Kansas City, Missouri 

The purpose of the Mid-Year Convention is to present awards and to hold a business meeting. 
This year’s theme is “Bubbling with Excitement!” Registration form is attached at the end of the 
newsletter and also available online at uswomenoftoday.org.  

State President Visit—8/17 

Members welcomed State President Jeny Ohr to our August 
Chapter Meeting. The evening included a business meeting, 
potluck dinner and competitive bocce ball tournament. 

President/State Delegate Retreat—8/8 

Chapter Presidents and State Delegates from across 
Minnesota met in Monticello for a day of position-
specific learning, sharing and fellowship.  

————————————————————
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US Women of Today Annual 
Convention—June 12-13, 2026 
Minnesota delegation  
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US Women of Today Annual 
Convention—June 12-13, 2026 
Minnesota delegation  


