
Burnsville Women of Today   

April 2026 Chapter Chatter       page  1 of 11 

 

 

 
Burnsville Women of Today 
burnsvillewomenoftoday.com 
burnsvillewt@mnwt.org 

April 2026 
 

WHAT’S INSIDE 
Birthdays & Anniversaries .................... 2 

Snaps ....................................................... 3 

Parliamentarian ...................................... 4 

Membership ............................................ 4 

Treasurer ................................................. 5 

Programming .......................................... 6 

State Delegate ........................................ 9 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Next Chapter Meeting  
April 20, 2026, 6:30pm 

 

Lutheran Church of the 
Ascension, 1801 Cliff Rd. 

Burnsville, MN 55337 
 
Read the newsletter for all the details! 
  
4/2 .........Gerten’s Spring Fundraiser Closes 

4/4 .......................... Women’s Wellness Walk 

4/6 ........... Food Prep & Bag Assembly Work 

4/10 ......... 360 Communities DVA Luncheon 
4/11 ................................. Hindu Temple Tour 
4/13 ................................BWT Board Meeting 

4/15 ....................... Bundles of Love Crochet 
4/18 ................... Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up 
4/20 ...................................Certification Night 

4/20 ............................ BWT Chapter Meeting 

4/25 ............. LOTS (Local Officers’) Training 

4/29 .......................... Pet Toy Service Project 

 

Planning ahead 

 

5/5 ..................... Gerten’s Plant Sale Pick-Up 

5/5 ............... Cinco de Mayo Mexican Market 

5/7 ........................... BWT Year-End Banquet 

5/11 ................................BWT Board Meeting 

5/15-17 ................ MNWT Annual Convention 

5/18 ............................ BWT Chapter Meeting 

6/11-13 ................ USWT Annual Convention 

 

 

Dear BWT Ladies, 

It is hard to believe that a 
whole year has gone by and that this is our last month 
as your co-presidents. As a chapter, we did many 
wonderful things this year.  

We donated school supplies, helped make beds, 
prepped blankets, cleaned up our adopted street, 
wrote thank you cards to veterans, donated groceries, 
gave treats to first responders and so much more.  

“Together, making a difference” was our theme for the 
year, and yes, we did make a difference. Thank you 
for your generosity and efforts in making this past year 
so successful. You are a group of caring and 
compassionate women and we felt honored and proud 
to serve as your co-presidents.  

A big thanks goes to our awesome team of the board, 
program managers, PR directors, Chapter Chatter 
editor and chairwomen of projects and events. You all 
did an outstanding job in your areas and we thank you 
for the time and energy you put into it. Thanks to the 
entire membership for your volunteering and 
donations, plus your encouragement and support 
throughout the year.  

We wish the best to Dorene and Cheryl and their new 
team next year. We are sure they will do a fabulous 
job!  

In Friendship, 

Mary Sobczak and Pat Larson 
Burnsville Women of Today Co-Presidents 
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 Happy BWT Membership  
      Anniversary! 

 

 

Chapter Chatter, 2025-2026 LPM Dorene Perkins Monn 
 
The deadline for newsletter submissions is the Thursday 

following each month’s chapter meeting. This month’s 

deadline will be April 23. The chapter is currently seeking 

a newsletter editor for next year. If you are interested or 

have questions, please contact Dorene. Thank you for 

continuing to make this a valuable resource for our 

members. 

Answers to last month’s CRYPTOGRAM puzzle 

Cassie F—4/30 

 

Arlene P—7 yrs 

Christine K—28 yrs 

Kim T—2 yrs 

Maria M—13 yrs 

Marilyn E—9 yrs 

Michelle C—15 yrs 

Patty F—11 yrs 

Sheila M—31 yrs 
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Snaps for our Sisters 
Thank you Mary and Pat for organizing such a great safari
-themed district meeting! – Cheryl 

Congratulations Jennifer on March Member-of-the-Month! 
Well deserved! – Cheryl 

Congratulations Dorene on February Member-of-the-
Month! Well deserved – Cheryl 

Thank you Kerry for organizing the meal prep at the 
church. It’s amazing how many people it helps in the 
community! – Cheryl 

Good luck Megan on your upcoming fundraiser. I’m glad 
BWT can help with a gift basket. – Cheryl  

Pat and Mary – Nice work coordinating hosting of the 
District 8 Trimester 3 Meeting. Everything ran smoothly, 
thank you. – Dorene 

Cheryl – Your district meeting service project was so fun. 
Lots of kids will enjoy their birthday a little more with these 
supply bags! – Dorene 

Kerry – Thanks for coordinating the Ascension Church 
meal prep work. I know the church volunteers are very 
appreciative of the assistance. – Dorene 

Nancy and Maureen – The March Chapter Meeting treats 
were delicious. I don’t know which I enjoyed more, the 
leprechaun bait or the pistachio bread. Yum! – Dorene 

Thank you to all who contributed to our chapter food drive 
in March. The food shelf was very grateful for your help in 
feeding our community neighbors. – Dorene 

Dolly – Thanks for stepping in and hosting the brunch in 
February. – Kim  

Kerry – Thanks for providing the profundity to work with 
the Lutheran Church of the Ascension to support their 
mission. – Kim 

Cheryl – Sorry I missed the game night event. I hear 
everyone had a great time. You are the “hostess with the 
mostest”. – Kim  

Carla – Thank you for keeping the book club chugging 

along. It is a great addition to our programming. – Kim 

Mary S – Thank you for being co-president with me this 
past year. It was fun to job-share with you. – Pat 

Cheryl – It was very generous of you to provide the 
materials for the enrichment project at the district meeting 
in honor of your dad. Thank you! – Pat 

Dorene and Kim T – Your help decorating and handling 
the money at the district meeting was much appreciated. 
– Pat 

Teresa K, Jennifer, Kathy, Michelle, and Dorene – 
Thank you for bringing food and drinks to the district 
meeting to help Mary and me put on the breakfast. 
Everything tasted so good. – Pat 

Maureen and Nancy – Your creative St. Patrick’s Day 
treats at the chapter meeting were delicious. Thank you 
both. – Pat 

Dorene – Thank you for organizing the food drive for 

Mission Outpost and for delivering it all to them. – Pat 

Pat – Thank you for being my partner in crime this year. 

It was fun being co-president with you. – Mary 

To the BWT Board –  Thank you for an awesome year! – 

Mary 

To the BWT Members – Thank you for all of your 

participation this past year. We’ve accomplished a lot 

and “Together, we made a difference!” – Mary 

Dorene, Kim T, Jennifer, Teresa, Kathy, Cheryl, Pat and 

Michelle – Thank you for helping out and/or bringing 

food for the district meeting. – Mary  

Kim T – Thanks for sharing information on female 
milestones in recognition of Women’s History Month.  
You always seize the opportunities to teach all of us! – 
Kerry 

Dorene – Congratulations on your Member-of-the-Month 
Award for February. You did a great job of encouraging 
members to consider a leadership role within the 
chapter, in addition to your awesome work as our 
Chapter Chatter editor! – Kerry 

Jennifer – Congratulations on your Member-of-the-

Month Award for March. You are a great treasurer, and I 

appreciate that you are stepping up to do it again next 

year! – Kerry 
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Parliamentarian  
2025-2026 Dorene Perkins Monn

BOARD MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT: Tri 1 Dorene Perkins Monn / Tri 2 Cheryl Watson / 

Tri 3 OPEN 

PROGRAMMING VICE PRESIDENT: Pat Larson 

MEMBERSHIP VICE PRESIDENT: Kerry Frank 

SECRETARY: Kim Tyson 

TREASURER: Jennifer Garza 

STATE DELEGATE: Dorene Perkins Monn 

WAYS AND MEANS: Cheryl Watson 

PARLIAMENTARIAN: Mary Sobczak 

Membership  
2025-2026 Membership VPs Kathy Lowry and Dolly Kinney 

 

Membership Renewals 

Members up for renewal during Tri 3 are:  Anastasia S, Arlene P, Cheryl W, Christine K, Debbie W, Julie Ann C, 
Kerry F, Kim T, Libby R, Lisa S, Lynn R, Maria M, Marilyn E, Mary Jo T, Megan K, Michelle C, Patty F, Shiela M and 
Sue W. If you haven’t already, please submit your Tri 3 dues ASAP. 

Here’s what you need to know about paying your dues: 

• If you are paying by cash or check, annual dues are $60. Please make checks payable to Burnsville 
Women of Today. You can postal mail them to: 

 Burnsville Women of Today  
 Attn: Membership VP  
 P.O. Box 3115  
 Burnsville, MN 55337 

• If you would like the convenience of paying by Venmo, dues are $61.25 ($60 dues + $1.25 convenience 
fee). Our Venmo account is @BurnsvilleWT. 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to Kathy or Dolly. 

—————————————————————— 

LPMs 

YOUTH OF TODAY: Carla Student 

PRIORITY PROJECT: Kathy Lowry 

WOMEN’S WELLNESS: Maureen Edstrom & Nancy Gessner 

LIVING AND LEARNING: Cassie Feldman 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS: OPEN 

CHAPTER CHATTER EDITOR: OPEN 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS: Deb Oldenburg 

 

2026-2027 Burnsville Women of Today Chapter Board and Local Programming Managers (LPMs) 

The chapter year runs May 1 through April 30. Elections were held at the March Chapter Meeting and officers will be 
sworn in at the year-end banquet. Please welcome them to their positions and thank them for taking on these 
leadership roles. Candidates are still being accepted for the open positions.  

Upcoming Event: Mark your calendar for the Burnsville Women of Today 

Year-End Banquet - May 7 at Andiamo Italian Ristorante in Eagan. More 

details coming soon. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
2025-2026 Treasurer Jennifer Garza 

Ways & Means 
2025-2026 Director Cheryl Watson 

Gerten’s Spring Plant Sale Fundraiser and Cinco de Mayo Event 

The Gerten’s Spring Fundraiser last chance to order is April 2. Pick up  will be on May 5 at Cheryl’s house 
from 4:00-8:00pm. The website is Gertensfundraising.com and the store code is 54. 

 

Cinco de Mayo Taco Bar and Mexican Market (craft & bake sale)—May 5 

Join us for a taco bar and shopping at our Mexican Market on Cinco de Mayo from 4:00-8:00p at Cheryl’s 
house. Please contact her at 651-235-4389 if you would like to donate baked goods or craft items. All money 
raised will go to the BWT chapter’s general and scholarship funds.  



Burnsville Women of Today   

April 2026 Chapter Chatter       page  6 of 11 

 

 

 

Programming 
2025-2026 Programming VP Cheryl Watson 

Youth of Today, 2025-2026 LPM Carla Student 

Pet Toy Service Project—April 29 

Meet from 6:00-7:30pm at Rosemount’s Robert Trail Library. Please invite kids in the community, grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews for a fun evening to help the local animal shelters. 

 

BWT $500 Cindy Sobczak Memorial Service Scholarship 

Applications were distributed to the following high schools: Burnsville, Apple Valley, Eagan, Lakeville North and 
Lakeville South. Family members of a Burnsville Women of Today member were also eligible to apply. The 
application deadline was March 28. A review committee will evaluate the submissions and a winner will be 
announced at our April Chapter Meeting. 

Women's Wellness, 2025-2026 LPMs Sheila McCabe and Lisa Schwensen 

Joy in Your Wellness Journey 

Monthly Wellness Walk—April 4. Meet in the Mall of American rotunda at 8:00am. 

Please reach out to Lisa or Sheila if you have any questions in the programming area of Women ’s Wellness. 

Priority Project - REACH, 2025-2026  LPM Kathy Lowry 

The Minnesota Women of Today priority area began in 2003 and changes every 3 years. The 
current 2024-2027 area is the REACH Program. It is a voluntary in-school program designed 
to assist students who may need support academically, socially, and /or emotionally. The goal 
of REACH is to help students experience success by learning new life skills to overcome 
barriers and/or challenges present in their lives The Burnsville Women of Today Chapter 
currently supports the REACH program and teachers of the Jordan High School. 

—————————————————————— 

2025-2026 PROGRAM AREAS: 

 

Youth of Today (Carla Student):  

Promotes ideas and activities that allow youth to discover and 

experience the importance of volunteering. 

Women’s Wellness (Lisa Schwensen & Sheila McCabe):  

Focuses on providing and supporting women’s health education. 
The major event of the year is participating in the March of Dimes 

Walk for Babies.  

Priority Project (Kathy Lowry):  

This area changes every three years. Encourages members to  
educate themselves and  participate in activities centered around 

the current project. 

 

PR & Social Media (Deb Oldenburg & Alexis Cull):   

Promotes BWT as an organization in the public eye including 
through social media; helps build positive relationships with other 

organizations, community members and media. 

Living and Learning (Kim Tyson):  

Promotes participation and provides information and project  

ideas in the areas of personal growth of members.  

Community Connections (Kerry Frank): 

Coordinates and encourages members to participate in local  

community service projects. 

Chapter Chatter (Dorene Perkins Monn):  

Responsible for gathering the information for the monthly news-

letter and distributing it to members.  

—————————————————————— 
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—————————————————————–—

Living & Learning, 2025-2026 LPM Kim Tyson 

 

Programming (cont.) 

—————————————————————— 

Book Club, 2025-2026 Facilitator Carla Student 

The next meeting of the book club is set for Tuesday, May 26 at 6pm. We will be discussing the book 
The House in the Cerulean Sea by T.J. Klune. Location held at Davanni’s (corner of County Roads 
42 & 11). Note: The restaurant requires that each participant spends a minimum of $7.00. Bi-Monthly 
meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday. 

Hindu Temple Tour—April 11  (Member Event)  

We will meet at Lunds and Byerly’s in Burnsville at 8:00am. We need to be at the temple in Maple Grove at about 
9:15am. After our tour, we will go to an Indian restaurant for lunch (each member is responsible to pay for her own 
meal). For more information, look up the Hindu Society of MN. Home | Hindu Temple, Our History2 | HSMN, HSMN 
Education - Mini Temples 

Volunteer Drivers: Depending on the number of people interested in attending, drivers may be needed.  If you 
would be willing to drive, let Kim know. An Evite has been sent – RSVP by April 6.  

Certification Event—April 20 (prior to the chapter meeting) 

Please complete the online MNWT Living & Learning Certification and the Wellness & Personal Development 
Certification. It is so easy. It takes about 5-10 minutes! 

You can do this on your own or come prior to the April 20 chapter meeting to complete. There will be laptops 
available. The certification event opens at 6:00pm. 

MNWT Living & Learning Certification 

This is a tool to encourage a member’s personal growth in self-improvement, civic and spiritual growth, and 
through family and friends connections. 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/SW7bdp4cA7uw2BkZ7biJ 

USWT Wellness & Personal Development Certification 

This designation is designed to assist individuals be aware of their physical and mental well-being along with 
personal growth, careers and citizenship. 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/5x1jIc4rfbE2vdfd5 

Chance to Win: There will be a name drawn for anyone completing the certifications prior to the April meeting. If you 
complete this prior to the meeting, and you will not be at the meeting to put your name in the hat, just text Kim at 612
-875-4263 to let her know you completed it and she will throw your name in the hat. Make sure your name is included 
in the text. 

—————————————————————–—

Bundles of Love Crochet / Baby Blankets—April 15 

Members are invited to visit Bundles of Love from 6:30-7:30pm to learn how to crochet around the 
fleece baby blankets that are part of the baby bundles given to hospital newborns. We’ll enjoy cake, too, 
in honor of Cheryl’s mom’s heavenly birthday that week. Please RSVP to Cheryl at 651-235-4389. 

—————————————————————— 

PR & Social Media, 2025-2026  LPMs Deb Oldenburg and Alexis Cull 

Event Posts and Photos (Facebook/Instagram) - Send to bwtsocialmediapr@gmail.com  
BWT Website - burnsvillewomenoftoday.com 
Join us at the April Chapter Meeting for a short social media activity. It will be easy and a great way 
to help with our website and social media accounts. 

https://www.hindutemplemn.org/
https://www.hindutemplemn.org/our-history
https://www.hindutemplemneducation.org/reference-material/hindu-deities/mini-temples?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.hindutemplemneducation.org/reference-material/hindu-deities/mini-temples?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/SW7bdp4cA7uw2BkZ7biJ
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/5x1jIc4rfbE2vdfd5
mailto:bwtsocialmediapr@gmail.com
burnsvillewomenoftoday.com


Burnsville Women of Today   

April 2026 Chapter Chatter       page  8 of 11 

 

 

 

Community Connections, 2025-2026 LPM Kerry Frank 

 

Programming (cont.) 

—————————————————————— 

Ascension Lutheran Church Food Prep and Bag Assembly  

Thank you to Carla, Kathy, Kim T and Susan for helping assemble and 
distribute meals March 2, providing food for 268 people—great job!  

As we discussed at the March Chapter Meeting, we are going to 
continue to solicit volunteers to continue with the Ascension Church 
into the upcoming year. A new signup sheet was distributed, but feel 
free to reach out to Kerry if you’d like to reserve a spot. Thanks to all 
who are helping with this cause! 

Chapter Food Drive—March 16 

The chapter’s March food drive was a big success! The 
donations were delivered to Mission Outpost food pantry at 
Prince of Peace Church in Burnsville. Thank you to all who 
participated. Our contributions totaled 250 pounds of pantry 
items and $456 in cash. 

 

Adopt A Highway Street Clean-Up—April 18 

Join us as we hit the street to do clean-up along our adopted 
section of highway! We will meet at 9:00am at the Caribou 
Coffee on Nicollet Avenue in Burnsville. No need to bring any 
supplies – we will have all that we need. Watch for an email 
signup coming out shortly. 

* Details provided for your information. Some chapter 
members have expressed interest in attending this 
community awareness luncheon.  

—————————————————————— 

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

 

Gift Basket Donations—at the April 20 Chapter Meeting 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to bring items for the 
gift basket we are donating to Merrick, Inc. Merrick is a 
nonprofit organization that provides life enrichment and 
employment services for over 400 adults with disabilities. This 
basket will be part of a fundraiser to gain funds to support their 
mission. Pat and Megan will be chairing this collection.  
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District Meeting—March 14 

The District 8 Tri 3 Meeting was held at Star Bank in Eden Prairie. Burnsville chapter went wild 
hosting the safari-themed meeting lead by District Director Brandy Mausbach. A great breakfast, 
service project, celebrating district achievements from Winter State and electing the 2026-2027 
board was the focus of the morning. Nine BWT members attended along with members from New 
Hope, Byron and Blooming Prairie chapters. 

 

State Delegate 
2025-2026 State Delegate Mary Sobczak and Pat Larson 

Elected at the Tri 3 District Meeting 

Introducing our new District 8 Board for 2026-2027…Treasure 
Cindy Golbuff from Blooming Prairie, Chairman of the Board 
Brandy Mausbach from Blooming Prairie, District Director 
Theresa Carpenter from New Hope with the theme of You are 
the Key, and Secretary Jennifer Ann Grovdahl from Blooming 
Prairie!  

2026-2027 District 8 Logo 

2026-2027 District 8 Board 

District Service Project 

The District Meeting’s 
service project was 
coordinated by Burnsville 
chapter member Cheryl with 
funding provided by her 
family in honor of her father. 
Meeting attendees packed 
birthday bags. Each bag 
contained plates, napkins, 
candles, treats and confetti. 
Cake mixes or snack cakes 
were added to the bags 
before delivery to the local 
food shelves.  

Upcoming Annual Year-End Conventions - (Registration forms attached at the end of this newsletter.) 

Minnesota Women of Today Convention—May 15-17 
Location: Jackpot Junction Casino in Morton, MN 

US Women of Today Convention—June 11-13 
Location: Wyndham MPLS South in Burnsville, MN 

—————————————————————— 

Regional Meeting—March 28 

The Region 2 Meeting was held at Christ Community Church in Waseca. 
Attendees heard from the State Presidential Candidate, received a message 
from 2025-2026 State President Shirley about positive ripples across MNWT 
and participated in a membership activity. Three members of BWT attended. 

https://www.facebook.com/cindy.golbuff?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaE14jIC4zZBb6lJPPNwh2OLC2E0lydqXbKbPie8ljY2-dff826lMB08OgCLInObtzApWC8c34T_1WoOTrDpUYFHjv-5QmhOCalk3Db-L5zQF1U35_zeOQ8nCNW8eSAcde3L42_EK48i3yc_DbzYwqtxoHHsVxf5xvOgvCrrycoTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Theresa.Carpenter916?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaE14jIC4zZBb6lJPPNwh2OLC2E0lydqXbKbPie8ljY2-dff826lMB08OgCLInObtzApWC8c34T_1WoOTrDpUYFHjv-5QmhOCalk3Db-L5zQF1U35_zeOQ8nCNW8eSAcde3L42_EK48i3yc_DbzYwqtxoHHsVxf5xvOgvCrrycoTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jengrovdahl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaE14jIC4zZBb6lJPPNwh2OLC2E0lydqXbKbPie8ljY2-dff826lMB08OgCLInObtzApWC8c34T_1WoOTrDpUYFHjv-5QmhOCalk3Db-L5zQF1U35_zeOQ8nCNW8eSAcde3L42_EK48i3yc_DbzYwqtxoHHsVxf5xvOgvCrrycoTQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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